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Extended Bio 

Matt Betts was born and raised in Lima, OH and went to college in Toledo. He currently lives in 

Columbus with his wife Mackenzie, and their two wonderful boys. Growing up, Matt consumed vast 

amounts of pop culture. He devoured comics, watched cartoons, listened to popular music, regularly 

viewed the old monster movies on weekend television, and read everything he could find.    

Matt went to college to study communications, specializing in broadcasting. He signed on with the 

campus radio station as a news anchor and reporter not long after he arrived at college – before he took 

his first communications class, in fact. After graduation, he worked for a number of radio stations as a 

DJ, a reporter, and anchor. More than any other format, Matt worked at Oldies stations, which stoked 

his admiration of Elvis, the Beatles and other great early rock icons.   

Further feeding his love affair with pop culture, Matt also worked as a waiter in a Toledo comedy club 

while attending college. This allowed him to see how famous comics built and fine-tuned their acts. For 

comedians, like authors, the ending of a story is just as important as the beginning and vice versa. If a 

comic couldn’t sell the setup, the audience most likely wouldn’t stay with them for punch line. Over the 

course of a week, it was possible to see a comedian transform a decent joke into a better one through 

slightly different wording or different delivery.   

http://www.mattbetts.com/
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Matt met and interviewed comedian and actor Larry Miller one night at the club. Larry gave some advice 

that stuck with Matt long after. Larry was a classically trained musician who still played regularly and 

when asked if it was all too much, Larry suggested that creativity is creativity. You don’t have to do just 

one thing. Whether you’re writing a poem or a script, that creativity feeds the other things you do. It 

helps you be a better actor, musician, etc. It is advice Matt has applied to his writing career from the 

beginning, allowing his love of pop culture to infuse and inform all of his work, including poetry, short 

fiction and his longer works.   

Matt’s short and flash fiction has focused a lot on humor and horror. His work appears in Arkham Tales, 

Ethereal Tales, the “Triangulation: Taking Flight” anthology, Bizarro Fiction! The Journal of Experimental 

Fiction 37, A Thousand Faces, “Cinema Spec: Tales of Hollywood and Fantasy”, and others. 

Matt’s poetry has been published in numerous venues, and his poem “Godzilla’s Better Half” was 

nominated for a Rhysling Award, the Science Fiction Poetry Association’s highest honor. His poetry has 

appeared in Star*Line, the “Escape Clause” anthology, “The Book of Tentacles”, Illumen, the 2010 

Rhysling Anthology, Kaleidotrope and others. One of his pieces was also mentioned in a New York Times 

article on zombie poetry. 

Matt is a member of the Horror Writers Association (HWA), the Science Fiction Poetry Association 

(SFPA), The Ohio Poetry Association, and Pennwriters. He has taught workshops and classes for libraries, 

schools and conferences.  
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Q & A with Matt Betts  

GENERAL   

Tell me about your travels. I love travelling. I get a lot of writing done in my head on long car trips. It’s 

great for me, but terrible for anyone I’m travelling with, because I’m so focused on driving and writing, 

that I don’t do a whole lot of talking on the drive. I don’t get to do nearly as travelling as I used to, as I 

have two young kids. They’re getting older though, and I think we’ll get into some adventures soon.   

I went to Europe with my high school French club years ago. I’d love to get back to London and Paris 

again to see what’s changed. We went to Nice and Nimes and many other beautiful areas around 

France, but it was such a whirlwind tour that we didn’t get to see a whole lot in detail. I’d love to go back 

and take my time with some of the landmarks.    

In college I liked to take long road trips with friends and sometimes alone. Usually it was an arbitrary 

destination, as the joy was in getting there. We once drove to Cincinnati for waffles in the middle of the 

night. It was a great bonding experience for us. Plus, the waffles were excellent.   

Coffee, tea, or milk? Not a big fan of any of them. Trying to drink more milk to be healthier and set a 

good example for the kids. I generally drink iced coffee or something when I’m in the mood. This all goes 

back to my early days as a DJ in radio. My earliest gig was on the overnights at a station from 11 pm to 

5am. One night I was dragging and was nearly asleep. I wasn’t a coffee drinker, but I figured I would give 

it a shot if it kept me awake. I went to the break room and made my first pot ever. It was awful. I don’t 

know what I did or didn’t do, but it tasted so bad that I never wanted another cup. I’ve tried coffee since 

then, but I just can’t get into it.   

What else can you do besides write? My father raised my brother and I in preparation to join the circus 

for some reason. He taught us to juggle, ride unicycles, walk on stilts, etc. I haven’t done any of it in 

years, but it seems to come back every time I try. I’ll probably pass it on to my kids someday.   

What are your favorite books? I try to read everything I can get my hands on. A couple of my top picks 

are Glenn David Gold’s “Carter Beats the Devil”, Cherie Priest’s “Boneshaker” and “World War Z” by Max 

Brooks. I love Brooks’ book because of the untraditional way he tells the story. It reads more like a 

history book or a timeline than a novel and that is pretty impressive. As far as authors, I love William 

Faulkner, Stephen King and Erik Larson.   

Pop culture or academia? Pop culture. My novels and poetry collections are filled with references to my 

pop inspirations. It’s just the way I grew up. I watched too much TV, sat through too many movies, read 

too many comics and… wait. Is there such a thing as too many comics? Ah well. These are definitely 

touch points for me and for my work. With my background in radio, music is big for me as well. 
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Food you could eat every day. Big Pizza fan. Love all kinds. And there are so many kinds, toppings, 

varieties, etc, that you can switch it up and never get bored. I have gone extended periods where I’ve 

eaten pizza daily. I’m really into BBQ chicken pizza lately and I’ve found a couple of places that really do 

it well. Luckily my family is just as in love with it.   

Are you into sports or other physical activities? Did I mention I have small children? Chasing them is a 

full-time, full-contact sport. You’ve heard of the runner’s high? Try wrangling two little bundles of 

energy into their rooms at bedtime on a school night. There’s your parental high.   

Celebrity crush? I’ve always loved Regina Spektor. Not only is she stunningly beautiful, but so incredibly 

talented. Her music is quirky, but so musically challenging. Her lyrics tend to be poems I wish I’d written. 

I finally got to see her live a few years back and it was just plain old wonderful. Best concert I’ve seen in 

a while, possibly ever. I could gush more about how talented she is and how much I love her songs, but 

it would be unseemly.   

My wife is aware of this situation and allows it in moderation.   

Do you still watch cartoons? I have 2 young sons. Yes. I watch cartoons. Would I still watch without 

them? Yep. In fact, several pieces in “Underwater Fistfight” were written based on 80s cartoons. For 

research I watched some of these episodes over and over, to form an idea for a piece. You know you’re 

doing too much “research” when your kids are sick of watching cartoons with you and ask to change the 

channel.  

What's next? Writing. A bunch of writing. I’m working on a follow-up to my first book “Odd Men Out”. 

It’s a steampunk adventure set around the time of the American civil war. I also have a couple of other 

novels that I’ve been plotting and outlining. 
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SPECIFIC TO Underwater Fistfight   

What is speculative poetry? Speculative poetry is different in that it deals with certain genres: horror, 

science fiction and fantasy. It can still cover all of the same subject matters as any other form of poetry, 

it just uses these additional interesting ideas to do it. Certainly, the poems can cover zombies and 

vampires and such, but they can also present grounded ideas like the consequences of artificial 

intelligence, the effects of space travel and predictions for the future. It all depends on the poet.  

Which poem from the collection is your favorite? It’s tough to pick just one, really. They were certainly 

all fun to write. “Notes on Ordering a Deathbot by Mail” was one of my earliest published poems. I think 

it was pretty exciting to see it make it into an anthology so early on in my career. The idea for that one 

came from a toy I had as a child that came with too many accessories and too many configurations. It 

was too much of a conundrum for my young mind.  

What were your influences for your book (movies, comics, TV, books, etc.)? I’m a huge pop culture 

junkie and get inspiration from movies, music, television, you name it. I especially love monster movies 

from the 50s and 60s. I remembered watching them on the weekends on network television. Godzilla, 

Mothra, Gamera and others were so much fun for me in my childhood and I continue to love them 

today.   

How long did it take to write these poems? I’ve been amassing these pieces since my first collection 

came out a few years ago. About half of the poems in “Underwater Fistfight” have been previously 

published in magazines and journals, and the other half was written in the last year or so.  Many of my 

pieces take a while to get going, so I may have a scrap of paper with a few words on it laying around for 

a year before I figure out where it belongs. Other works may come almost fully formed, needing only a 

little editing before it’s ready.  

Who are some of your favorite speculative poets? I love a number of speculative poets. Michael Arnzen 

was one of the first speculative poets I really read. He writes some pretty gross horror poetry, but he’s a 

wonderful advocate for poets and their work. Another poet and good friend of mine is Stephanie 

Wytovich. She’s just an amazing talent and someone worth reading again and again.  

Do you read any mainstream or non-speculative work? Yes. It’s really important to me to study all 

kinds of poetry. It helps to know what’s come before in order to understand poetic forms and styles. I 

love former Poet Laureate Billy Collins, his style is so easy and accessible. Another poet I love is Aimee 

Nezhukumatathil. Her book Miracle Fruit is just amazing—and is still one of my favorites. She makes 

each poem personal and complex, but never dense.   

What do you want readers to love most about your book? I really just want readers to have fun. I want 

everyone who picks it up to come away with an appreciation for poetry that they might not have had 

before. I really hope that the subject matter makes it easier for readers to give poetry a chance.  


